
 
 
 

We are a body of believers whose 
soul intention is to glorify and serve 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
head of His church. Our desire is to 
reflect that of our God--that all be 
saved. Anyone who is willing to 

humble himself before the mighty 
hand of God can be saved.

WEEKLY SERVICES & MEETINGS

SUNDAY

Study of Hymns Class // 
8:30 am

Isaiah Bible Class // 
9:30 am

Worship Service // 
10:30 am

WEDNESDAY

2 Corinthians Bible Class //
7:00 pm

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4 2 1 7  H i g h w a y  3 9  N  // M e r i d i a n ,  M S  3 9 3 0 1

P H O N E :  ( 6 0 1 ) 4 8 3 - 2 7 2 6  W E B :  www.nscocmeridian.com 
Join us via live stream for our worship service!

Like our Facebook page!

12 / 03 / 2023

W E L C O M E
• Ladies Holiday Ornament 

Exchange Party - Saturday 
December 9 @ 2pm at the 
Callens; Address 4396 Old 
Homestead Rd Meridian MS 
39301; Please bring an 
inexpensive, wrapped 
ornament & enjoy our Wme 
together. 

UPCOMING Prayer  L is t
Pray for all those with ongoing health 
ailments.
• Renee Cumberland

Communion 
Preparat ion

December - Carlberg

Bir thday  /  Anniversary  
Connie Montgomery - 3rd
Rick Carlberg - 7th
Crimson Rowell - 31st
Dwight & Sandra Callens - 23rd

Men to  Serve
Announcements - Tristan Rowell


Scripture Reading - Romans 4:1 - 7


Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell


Head of Lord’s Table - Rick Carlberg


Assist on Lord’s Table - Mark Potts


Scripture Reading - Matthew 26:20 - 
29


Closing Prayer - James Johnson
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The Retrospective View And Patience 
By Mike Riley


In today’s “modern” culture, we find people wanWng to do things very quickly. Where 
our ancestors took many months — even years to cross this country, we can now drive 
across it in just a few days, and fly across in just a few hours. Foods that once required 
hours to prepare, can now be cooked in just a few minutes, thanks to the inventor of 
the microwave oven. 

SomeWmes, we hear members of the church being criWcal of its leaders for being slow 
in insWtuWng change or taking acWon. However, when it comes to decisions regarding 
the spiritual direcWon of the church, slowness is not such a bad thing. 

From our perspecWve, God moves precy slowly on important macers. For example, He 
waited thousands of years to send Jesus into the world, doing so only “when the 
fullness of the Wme had come” (Gal. 4:4). 

To some folks, God seems slow about bringing the world to an end, but there is a 
reason and purpose for His apparent slowness, and mankind benefits from it (2 Peter 
3:8-9; cf. Romans 2:1-4; 1 Timothy 2:1-4. 

God ordained elders to lead and guide each local congregaWon (cf. Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5; 
Acts 20:28; 1 Timothy 3:5). With age and experience, we generally learn to be slower in 
drawing conclusions, waiWng unWl we have all the evidence. In contrast, when we are 
younger, we are usually impaWent and in a hurry — so much so, that we don’t always 
“think” before we act or speak. The results being, jumping to conclusions, and 
someWmes, jumping to “contusions” (bruising someone’s character and integrity – see 
No. 2). 

We need to remember the hasty decision made by young King Rehoboam, to reject the 
wise advice of his older counselors for that of his young companions, which resulted in 
a divided kingdom (2 Chronicles 10). 

The wise man, Solomon, reminds us in Proverbs 29:20: 

“Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him.” 

Although the wheels of progress may seem to turn slowly at Wmes in the sphere of 
church leadership and congregaWonal change, the retrospecWve view will almost always 
be found to have been a blessing rather than a curse (Luke 17:32; cf. Genesis 19:26; 
Luke 9:62). Among other virtues, there’s great value in the virtue called “paWence” (2 
Peter 1:5-11 KJV).


